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October 26, 2015

The Honorable James Warlick
U.S. Co-Chair
OSCE Minsk Group

Dear Ambassador Warlick:

We are writing out of concern over the escalation of violence in Nagorno-Karabalkh, resulting in
deaths on both sides of the conflict. It is our hope that the United States, through its role in the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe's (OSCE) Minsk Group, as well as through
direct diplomacy with both Armenia and Azerbaijan, will immediately advocate for several steps
to promote peace in the region.

We believe that securing the full and public support of Azerbaijan, Armenia, and Nagorno-
Karabakh for the following steps would, in the short-term, save lives and help to avert war. Over
the longer term, these steps could contribute to a comprehensive and enduring peace for all the
citizens of the region.

e Anagreement from all sides not to deploy snipers along the line of contact.

e The placement of OSCE-monitored, advanced gunfire-locator systems and sound-ranging
equipment to determine the source of attacks along the line of contact.

e The deployment of additional OSCE observers along the line of contact to better monitor
cease-fire violations.

We also urge you to publicly condemn specific acts of aggression along the line of contact. The
longstanding U.S. and OSCE practice of responding to each new attack with generic calls upon
all parties to refrain from violence has failed to de-escalate the situation. Instead, this policy of
artificial evenhandedness has dangerously increased tensions. There will be no peace absent
responsibility.
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Thank you for your consideration of these recommendations. We continue to support your efforts

to reach a durable and just resolution to this conflict and look forward to your response.

Sincerely,
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